
I don’t know how to trim or prune trees. 
Where can I get more information on 
pruning trees? 
You can find information about tree pruning on 
Sioux Falls Parks and Recreation’s website,  
www.siouxfalls.org/parks/forestry. At the bottom 
of the Forestry page there is a video entitled Proper 
Pruning Techniques. You may also click on “Tree Tips” 
in the Division Resources section for eight tips to 
help you take better care of your trees. 
 
I am unable to trim the trees growing in 
the parking strip in front of my property. 
What options do I have?
If you are unable to trim the trees, you are 
encouraged to hire an arborist to complete the task. 
Any person hired to trim trees must be licensed by 
the City of Sioux Falls.

What if I don’t trim the street tree
by the deadline?
Sioux Falls Parks and Recreation will complete the 
work and bill you for the cost.

I have contacted an arborist to do my tree 
trimming, but they won’t be able to come 
until after the deadline.
Can I get an extension?
Under certain circumstances, Sioux Falls Parks and 
Recreation will provide an extension. 

Will the City pick up the branches when I’m 
done trimming the street tree?
The disposal of tree branches is the responsibility of 
the abutting property owner. The City landfill is the 
proper disposal site for tree debris.

I think the tree growing in the parking strip 
has a pest problem. Could someone come 
and look at it?
The City forester will inspect street trees that are 
reportedly infested with a disease or an insect 
problem. Section 94.041 of the Code of Ordinances 
of Sioux Falls, SD, requires abutting property owners 
to treat and remove any tree or plant so diseased 
or insect-ridden as to constitute a hazard to trees or 
plants in public places.  

What tree can I plant in the parking strip? 
Only approved street trees can be planted in the 
parking strip. Contact Park Maintenance Headquarters 
for a copy of the Street Tree Guide, or visit  
www.siouxfalls.org/parks/forestry to download the 
Street Tree Guide.

If you have additional questions, 
contact Park Maintenance Headquarters 
at 367-8150.
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Trees play an important role in our commu- 
nity. Their beauty and their protection help  
make Sioux Falls a pleasant place to live. 

From time to time, trees need maintenance to assist 
in their growth and development. This is especially 
true when it comes to caring for street trees. City 
ordinance requires trees to have a minimum of  
10 feet of clearance over the sidewalk and a 
minimum of 12 to 16 feet of clearance over the 
street. 

When a notice to trim a street tree is sent to a 
property owner, the following questions commonly 
arise. 

Why did I receive a letter asking me to trim 
the street tree(s) growing in the parking 
strip in front of my property?
In an effort to keep public access safe, Sioux Falls 
Parks and Recreation has a program to inspect the 
City streets and sidewalks to ensure that street trees 
meet clearance requirements.

I don’t know what tree you are referring to 
in my letter. Could someone come out and 
show me what is needed?
Sioux Falls Parks and Recreation has verified the need 
for trimming and will return for another inspection 
after the deadline. You need to inspect all trees that 
may impact the right-of-way. Make sure all trees 
comply with the established clearance heights. 

What is a street tree? 
A street tree is a tree growing in any parking strip, 
boulevard, or other public place.

What is the parking strip?
The parking strip is the area along public streets and 
avenues between the curb line and the sidewalk line.

Who owns the parking strip?
The parking strip is public property. 

Why are trees allowed to grow in the 
parking strip? 
You are not required to plant trees in the parking 
strip. However, the City encourages approved trees 
to be grown and maintained in the parking strip by 
the abutting property owner. The tree-lined streets 
of Sioux Falls are a big part of why this is a beautiful 
community. You have a vested interest in the health 
of the trees growing in the parking strip. These 
trees add to property value, provide aesthetics, 
provide shade from summer heat, reduce utility bills, 
temper the wind, reduce noise and air pollution, 
support our urban wildlife, and provide for a pleasant 
environment to live, work, and play. 

Isn’t the City responsible 
for trimming street trees?
South Dakota law (Codified Law 9-30) empowers 
municipalities to regulate streets and public places. 
Section 94.041 of the Code of Ordinances of Sioux 
Falls, SD, outlines the duties of abutting property 
owners, which includes the trimming of trees. 

Who is responsible for trimming trees 
around streetlights?
Section 94.041 of the Code of Ordinances of Sioux 
Falls, SD, directs the abutting property owner to trim 
trees that obstruct lighting from City streetlights. 

Do I have to trim trees in my yard that 
overhang the public sidewalk and street? 
Yes, you are still required to maintain established 
clearances over public places.

Why do street trees need to be trimmed  
10 feet above sidewalks?
Ten feet is a compromise between a safe clearance 
for sidewalk traffic and symmetry of the street tree 
since the street side requires 12 to 16 feet clearance.

My tree is not very tall. Am I expected to 
remove all branches below 10 feet?
Young trees require shaping so the branch tips do 
not interfere with the street or sidewalk. The lower 
third of the tree should be branch-free.

How do I know if a tree requires a 12-foot 
or a 16-foot clearance over the street?
A 16-foot clearance is required on all arterial and 
collector streets. All other streets require a 12-foot 
clearance. If you don’t know your street classification, 
you can contact the Park Maintenance Headquarters.

There are dead branches in the tree 
growing in the parking strip. Who is 
responsible for dead branch removal? 
Removal of dead wood in a street tree is considered 
general maintenance and is the responsibility of the 
abutting property owner.

What does the property owner need to know about maintaining street trees?


